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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Detailed Action 

Examiner's Amendment 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.3 1 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Michael Noe (512) 472-7800 on August 3, 2007. 

• Claim 1 - replace lines 10-12 with: - a two-piece fastener for the case assembly 
comprising a screw and a nut, the functional unit attached to an electrical connector, 
wherein both pieces of the two-piece fastener assembly extend through the electrical 
connector, and wherein the nut is covered by the bumper. - 

• Claim 7 - line 1 : "storage medium" is changed to "disk drive" 

• Claim 7 - line 6: "storage medium" is changed to "disk drive" 

• Claim 7 - lines 8-9: "extends beyond a functional unit of the storage medium in the x 
and z directions." is changed to "extends beyond an assembly structure of the disk drive 
in the x and z directions. " 

• Claim 13- replace lines 11-12 with: — wherein a two-piece fastener for the case 
assembly comprising a screw and a nut, the functional unit attached to an electrical 
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connector, wherein both pieces of the two-piece fastener assembly extend through the 
electrical connector, and wherein the nut is covered by the bumper. - 

Reasons for Allowance 

1. Claims 1-4,6,7,9-13,15-17, and 19 (renumbered as 1-15) are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

• The prior art does not teach nor reasonably suggest, as recited in Claims 1 and 13, 
specifies a disc reading apparatus, which requires: 

"a two-piece fastener for the case assembly comprising a screw and a nut, the 
functional unit attached to an electrical connector, wherein both pieces of the two-piece 
fastener assembly extend through the electrical connector, and wherein the nut is covered 
by the bumper". 

These features, in combination with the other features of Claims 1 and 13, are not 
anticipated by, nor made obvious over, the prior art of record. 

• The prior art does not teach nor reasonably suggest, as recited in Claim 7 specifies a 

storage medium defining x,y, and z directions and having an assembly structure capable 

of being detachably loaded into a PC card, which requires: 

"...a connector for insertion in a slot formed in the PC card , the connector having tapered 
guide features that provide a guiding function for the storage medium relative to the PC 
card; an elastic member forming an external shape not departing from a form factor that is 
required in mounting the disk drive to the PC card; and wherein positions of two-dimensional 
side surfaces of an external shape is dependent on the connector and the elastic member, 
and the elastic member extends beyond an assembly structure of the disk drive in the x and z 
directions. " 

These features, in combination with the other features of Claim 7, are not anticipated by, 
nor made obvious over, the prior art of record. 
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3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



examiner should be directed to Mark Blouin whose telephone number is 571-272-7583. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 6:00 to 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. William Korzuch, can be reached on 571-272-7589. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 
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